tive words and there is good reference to all modern forms of orthopedic surgical treatment, particularly arthroplasty, without, of course, going into any detail.
The value of arthroscopy and arthrography, particularly in initial derangement of the knee, might have been mentioned. As in previous editions, the suggestions for further reading provide a very full coverage of up to date literature and the whole book should be of great value to undergraduate and postgraduate medical students and also to orthopaedic nurses and physiotherapists. W This is the first published edition of a handbook which was initially developed as a practical guide for the students, interns and residents at the Wayne State School of Medicine and the Detroit General Hospital Shock Unit. In brief didactic fashion it describes normal fluid and electrolyte balance, together with the commoner disorders and their correction. There is also some information on parenteral nutrition, artificial ventilation, diabetic ketosis and acute renal failure. These sections are generally useful, although the last two are too brief to be of any real value. Obvious omissions include the failure to discuss adequately the value of central venous and pulmonary artery pressure measurements, the importance of variation in the patient's weight, the need for regular clinical assessment and the need for modification of the dosage of many drugs in patients with renal failure. The text contains a large number of editorial errors.
Despite these criticisms this book should prove to be of value to the new houseman.
CHISHOLM S OGG
Adult Articular Cartilage edited by M A R Freeman BA MB Bch MD FRCS pp xiii+341 illustrated £9.50 London: Pitman Medical 1973 It is in some ways surprising that the pathogenesis of so common a malady as osteoarthrosis should remain in doubt. Although the volume under review does not provide an answer to this problem, it does document all that is currently known about the structure, biochemistry, physicochemical and mechanical properties of articular cartilage, as well as its lubrication and reaction to stress. It discusses in detail the process of ageing and its possible relationship to osteoarthrosis. The book is not concerned, however, with the various pathological processes which affect cartilage and is confined to a detailed documentation of all that is known about adult hyaline cartilage.
The authors and editor are to be congratulated on assembling a reference book of the highest calibre which will be of inestimable value to workers in this field.
HUGH C BURRY
Cancer Chemotherapy by Edward S Greenwald MD FACP 2nd edn pp 464 £4.50 London: Henry Kimpton 1973 USA: Medical Examination Publishing Co This is the second edition of a book first published in 1967, and it aims to cover every aspect of a rapidly expanding subject. Accounts of cell kinetics and the pharmacology of chemotherapeutic agents precede detailed descriptions of individual drugs. Long sequences of references are used to describe the numerous ways in which each drug has been used clinically. The chapter dealing with alkylating agents, for example, contains no less than 244 annotated references. A wealth of information is thus provided but, as a result, the text becomes confusing and fragmented.
The author summarizes the chemotherapy of specific malignant diseases in one chapter, defining the role of chemotherapy and the drug of choice, and referring to the role of radiotherapy where relevant. The section entitled combination chemotherapy describes earlier experiences, but understates the increasingly important part that such techniques are now playing in the total therapy of malignant disease. The role of chemotherapy as an adjunct to radiotherapy is briefly discussed, with the emphasis on its possible radio-potentiating effect in local tumour control, rather than the benefits derived from two concurrent modalities acting at different sites of disease.
A disappointing chapter on acute leukaemia fails to emphasize the greatly improved outlook in acute lymphoblastic leukwmia, and the advice given on patient counselling will not find ready acceptance by the British physician.
This book cannot be recommended as a text for the medical student or intending medical oncologist, but is good value as a useful reference manual. It was a real pleasure to read this excellent book. Combined authorship by an experienced clinician in the field and an equally dedicated and enthusiastic pathologist has produced a book which fills the long-standing need for a clearly written authoritative book on this most important aspect of the total care of patients with spinal cord injury.
The whole book is written in a simple and very readable style and yet sets out in very adequate detail all that needs to be known by a clinician to achieve a very high standard of treatment of the urinary tract in paraplegia and tetraplegia. The bibliography and index are of the same high standard as the rest of the book. I think this will become the bible of all those clinicians who are faced with the care of such patients without previous experience. In addition the undoubted honesty ofreport and challengingly high standard of results will appeal to specialized workers in the field of paraplegia, and act as a stimulus. This small volume contains 32 coloured plates and 36 black and white illustrations of clinical presentations and histopathology. It is clearly written and the style is economical and lucid. For dermatologists and general practitioners in Great Britain it would be a useful reference library book, particularly at postgraduate medical centres. The index of suspicion is still not high enough in this country: I have seen cases of leprosy shown at meetings under incorrect diagnoses. To the dermatologist the range of differential diagnoses discussed is startling, e.g. tinea versicolor, elastosis perforans, follicular mucinosis; the suggestion that the latter condition can display slight anesthesia is new to me.
The immunology of leprosy has been unfolded over the last decade and is perhaps too briefly discussed in this volume. Thus the negative response to the Mitsuda test in control populations of nonendemic cities does not necessarily mean that the subject would never develop immunity to the bacillusthe living bacillus may well have antigens capable of sensitizing which the dead test antigen does not possess (Professor J Turk, personal communication).
Fewer colour illustrations and fewer pages on the historical aspect of leprosy, with more space devoted to clinical variants and management, would make the book more acceptable.
The stated aim of the authors is to enable patients with leprosy to return and remain under the care of their primary practitioner, which I take it means general practitioner. In The stated objects of this book are twofold: to provide enough information for a basic understanding of the behaviour of body fluids in health and disease, and to give an account of the management of the disturbances of body fluids which occur in surgical patients.
On the first count the book serves its purpose well in that it gives a comprehensive and readable account of the physiology and biochemistry of the body fluids. The section on fluid disturbances in infancy and childhood is especially good. On the other hand the account of nitrogen sources for use in intravenous feeding is patchy, there being no clear explanation of the difference between the amino acid preparations available or of their relative efficacy.
As a guide to the practical management of fluid and electrolyte problems the text is, in some instances, less satisfactory. Thus, only two and a half pages are devoted to the management of intestinal fistula, and what there is does not reflect current methods. There is no mention of the use of total parenteral nutrition or elemental diets in healing fistulb, and modern appliances have largely obviated the need for aluminium pastes and barrier creams.
Although generally the information in the book is an accurate reflection of current thought, it is surprising to find the Trendelenburg position still recommended in the management of shock, when numerous studies have shown it to be both
